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Abstract

Official inspections and certification systems are fundamentally important and widely used. The confidence of
consumers in the quality and safety of their food supply depends in part on their perception of the
effectiveness of food control measures. A substantial part of the worldwide trade in food depends upon the
use of inspection and certification systems. It is desirable that the design and application of these systems
reflect appropriate principles.

The aim of this study was to provide a preliminary assessment of the imported food control system in
Macedonia and assess its effectiveness by exploring the trends in food safety hazards through analyses of
the border control of food safety of non-animal origin, in the period of 2005/06 and 2009/10.

According the results, the most often prohibited import products were flour, salt, juices and mushrooms.
Foodstuffs imported from Serbia, China and Kosovo were identified as food with potentially high risk.

The paper, also, compares Macedonian with European food import control system and certain weaknesses
in the food control procedures were identified. The paper gives recommendations for strengthening border
control of food of non-animal origin with special concerns of the requirements for an imported food inspection
programme based on risk that should be developed using a risk analysis approach.
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