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Abstract 

This study has been carried out on an apple type known as the Piraziz apple species, which is grown in
Piraziz District  of Giresun, Turkey and which growing dates back centuries ago. Throughout history, it is
known that during Ottoman Period this apple type was exported to Syria, Egypt, and Lebanon. People used
to grow it widely, but today, there are only nearly 5000 trees, and they are mostly old - the youngest are of
60-70 years old. 

Since a few years, it  has been tried to prevent this local apple species from extinction, and improve its
growing by inoculating it on dwarf rootstocks. In order to prevent the loss of seedling production, we made
attempt this apple type to be grafted onto seedling rootstock clones and new gardens have been established.
High quality Piraziz apple cultivars have been selected in the period of 2010 to 2014 in Piraziz region.  The
most  important  feature  of  this  this  clone  is  its  late  blooming.  More  precisely,  this  local  species,  starts
blooming from 25th of April to 30th of May, full blooming days are starting from 6 th of May to 6th of June, and
harvest days are starting from 15th October till  15th November, which means that the period between full
blooming to harvest is 160 days. Also, it can be stored in an ordinary storage room (temperature between 15
- 20  0C) for 5.5 - 6 months after harvest. One of the interesting facts is that people are believing that this
apple have antidiabetic effects. 

We consider that Piraziz Apple Species is a valuable local type and its antidiabetic properties have to be
investigated. Officially registration procedures were iniated for the “Piraziz apple”.
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