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Abstract
 

Veterinary drugs are widely  used in  animal  husbandry to prevent  disease,  cure animals,  or to  promote
growth as feed additive.  As a result  of  treatment and prevention of  diseases in cows, residues of  used
veterinary drugs can be present in milk and their residues in milk may result in harmful effects on humans. 

The aim of this study was to investigate the presence of certain antibacterial residues in bovine milk samples
from farms and internal markets in different regions of Albania, during the period 2008 - 2013. 

A total of 325 raw milk samples were analyzed for the presence of antibacterial, using High Performance
Liquid Chromatography (Diode Array Detector). The analysis of 325 samples resulted in the identification of
8 positive cases of medical residues. 108 samples were examined for the presence of tetracycline and no
residues were found.  217 milk  samples were examined for  sulphonamide,  8 of  them were found to be
positive, in range 130 - 254 µg kg-1. 

The study has shown that 2.5% of  analyzed samples exceeded recommended maximum residue limit. To
overcome  or  minimize  the  problems  related  to  veterinary  medical  residues,  regulatory  authorities,
responsible for public health, should take steps to avoid the presence of these residues in milk destined for
human consumption, in order to provide food safety for the consumer.
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