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Abstract 

Shigellosis  is  a  human disease and is  usually  acquired through contaminated food and water  sources.
Shigella strains can  be divided into  four  species/groups:  Shigella  dysenteriae,  which  is  made up of  15
serotypes; Shigella flexneri, which consists of the 14 classical serotypes and sub-serotypes; Shigella boydii,
which has 20 serotypes and  Shigella sonnei, which has a single serotype.  Shigella sonnei was the most
common  Shigella serotype reported to the Institute of public health of Serbia “Dr Milan Jovanovic Batut”
(IOPHOS). 

Our research elaborates data of reported incidences and number of foodborne outbreaks of shigellosis from
1998s to 2008s in the Serbia. For this research we used records from the of official Books of  infectious
diseases, infectiosus diseases applications, surveys and the annual reports of epidemiological services that
are processed with analytical and descriptive epidemiological methods based on areas, years, monts, sex
and age of population. 

Results showed that the majority of patients with shigellosis was in the 1998’s, and the lowest in 2009’s, and
the most cases of shigellosis were found in Belgrade - 26.20%, at least in Sumadia area - 0.00%. Seasonal
prevalence showed that hot dry months of September and August were higher compared with other months.
According  to  gender,  females  showed  a  higher  prevalence  (52.45%)  compared  with  males  (47.55%).
According to age, the prevalence in age group 60 years and more was higher (11.63%) as compared to
infants, which was 2.73%. 

Infectious  food  poisoning  in  the  Republic  of  Serbia,  caused  by  Shigella are  among  the  most  frequent
intestinal infectious diseases immediately after the intestinal bacterial infections and foodborne intoxication. 
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